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ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENT 
Code    : 1119/1 
Type    : Subjective 
Marks    : 85 
Time    : 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
 
ASSESSMENT DESIGN 
 
Paper 1 comprises 2 parts: Section A and B.  Both sections are to be answered. 
 
Section A: Directed Writing 
  35 marks 
  45 minutes. 
Section B: Continuous Writing 
  50 marks 
  1 hour. 



Bahasa Inggeris 1   2 Kupasan Mutu Jawapan SPM 2017 

SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE 
 
Section A  : Directed Writing 
 

 
 



Bahasa Inggeris 1   3 Kupasan Mutu Jawapan SPM 2017 

GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS 
 
Candidates who scored high marks displayed very good linguistic ability and were 
able to address the task accurately and clearly. Few grammatical mistakes were made 
and a flair for the language was shown. Vocabulary was precise and varied. Varied 
sentence types and structures were employed to achieve an intended effect. The writing 
was coherent with appropriate use of punctuation and paragraphing. They were able to 
use cohesive and logical connectors to link sentences. Candidates in this group had no 
problems with the format. Ideas were well-developed and the response had appropriate 
tone and style. Overall, the reader would be convinced that the response could be a real 
report from a student to the principal.   
 
Candidates with average performance showed understanding of the requirements of 
the task but lacked the linguistic ability to write effectively. They were unable to sustain 
accuracy throughout. However, most of the errors were single word errors. Vocabulary 
was limited and sentence structures were very often repetitive. Answers generally 
displayed a lack of organisation and coherence. The content points were expressed 
clearly with most candidates scoring above 10 marks for them. Ideas were developed but 
were at times disorganised. The correct format, a report, was used 
 
The rest of the report will provide details on the performance of candidates in the above 
three groups. Authentic responses are used (errors included) to give teachers and 
students an insight into the finer points of what a good answer should be like as well as  
some of the pitfalls to avoid. This can be realised by looking at the strengths and 
weaknesses of the candidates. Some recommendations for teachers and students are 
provided at the end of each section. Examples are taken from candidates’ responses. 
 
 



Bahasa Inggeris 1   4 Kupasan Mutu Jawapan SPM 2017 

Format 
 
Examples Of Answer  
 
Examples of appropriate address to the principal (F1) are given below. 
 

 
 
Examples of suitable title (F2) are given below: 
 

 
 
Examples of name of writer (F3 ) given below: 
 

 
 
Candidate is able to provide a proper format for a report.  
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Content  
 
These content points are the details to be included in the report based on the question. 
The candidate is supposed to include all of them.  

 Marks for the Content 
All the content points were stated in the rubric and the candidates were given clear 
instructions to use and to develop all the points given to them. The content points were : 
 

1 purpose of the survey          
2 Why arriving on time is important 
3 When the survey was carried out.   

4 Number of students involved in the survey.    
5 Waking up time   
6 Transport  
7 Distance from home  
8 One reason for arriving late  
9 Awareness campaign  
10 One way by the students 
11 Use alarm clock 
12 One way by the students  

 
 

 
 Students have to respond to the questions posed in proper sentences. 
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Accuracy 
 
Examples Of Average Answer  
 

 

 
 
Although there is an attempt, candidate struggles to communicate meaning in his writing. 
Errors are made by the candidate reflecting a lack of understanding of some grammar 
items. The common errors made by the candidates are shown in the examples. 
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Examples Of Excellent Answers 
 

 
 
The candidate is able to produce a piece of writing that is almost entirely accurate. Very 
few errors are made as the candidate understands the rules of the language (grammar). 
As a result, the meaning is brought across clearly and effectively and the reader has little 
difficulty understanding the report. 
 

 
 
Another example of a good piece of writing: 
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Sentence Structure 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 
 

 
 
There is poor handling of sentence structures except for simple structures. An example 
of clumsy sentence structure is in the example  
 
Another example of awkward sentences shown below: 
 

 
 
 
Examples of Excellent Answers 
 

 
 
Sentence structure is varied and sophisticated – shows that the candidate is able to 
use sentence length type to achieve an intended effect.   
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Another example of good handling of complex structures: 
 
Vocabulary 
 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 
 

 
 

 
 
Vocabulary is imprecise or inappropriate at times.  
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Examples Of Excellent Answers 
 

 
 
Vocabulary is wide and used with precision. The phrases and words, “efficiency” “ 
peak hour “, “astonishingly” and “whims and fancies”, “issue at bay” are used 
accurately and convey the precise meaning that is required.  
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Organisation  
 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 
 

 

 
 
Paragraphs are used but show lack of planning and unity. 
 
 
Examples Of Excellent Answers 
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Paragraphs are well-planned and aid in the smooth flow of ideas. Linkers are used to 
link ideas from the preceding paragraphs. The ideas flow smoothly and the reader is able 
to follow the ideas expressed easily. 
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Punctuation 
 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 
 

 
 
Punctuation is generally correct but does not clarify meaning.  
 
 
Examples Of Excellent Answers 
 

 
 
Punctuation is accurate and helpful to the reader.  The full-stop and comma are used 
accurately, thus making the meaning clear to the reader. 
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Spelling  
 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 

 

 
 

 
 
Simple words will be spelt correctly but more spelling errors will occur. The common 
words spelt wrongly like “principal-principle”; “disciplin-dicipline-discipline”; “advise-
advice”; “every day- everyday”. 
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Examples Of Excellent Answers 
 

 
 
Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used, especially with difficult or 
tricky words. Words that are often spelt wrongly by students, such as technological 
advancement, infinite, entertainment, rendering, efficient, inevitability and 
wriggling are spelled correctly. 
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Style and Tone  
 
 
Example Of Average Answers 
 

 
 
Average candidates are not able to write a report using an appropriate style and tone or 
sometimes style and tone are hidden by errors.  
 

 
 
The second sample made the reader feel not convinced that this could be a genuine 
report meant for the intended audience; the principal. 
 
 
Examples Of Excellent Answers 

 

 
 
The style and tone is appropriate; it engages the audience: the school principal.  The 
language used is polite and respectful.  
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Tone is polite and respectful: Excellent candidates displayed mastery in writing, thus 
producing entirely accurate responses. A wide variety of sentence structures and 
lengths are used, showing superior control of word choice with a clear, concise style. 
The style and tone were appropriate with compelling, persuasive examples and reasons, 
leading the reader to strongly believe that this could be a real report to the principal. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CANDIDATES 
 
1. Read the instructions/rubric carefully before answering the question – be sure of 

the format and the task. Underline the key words or task so that you do not forget 
to complete the task as you write the essay. 

2. Use all the content points given in the rubric. Tick the content points you have 
used to ensure that all the content points are in. 

3. Use appropriate tone: be aware of the audience so that you know whether you 
need to be formal or informal in your approach. 

4. Use varied structures and precise vocabulary. For average students, do not write 
long sentences because the tendency to make mistakes is higher. 

5. Improve spelling – use a dictionary when necessary. 
6. Do not take punctuation lightly. Punctuation errors can be serious errors. 
7. Read widely to improve general knowledge and vocabulary. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TEACHERS 
 
1. Teach students to understand the task of the question and to identify the main 

content points. 
2. Give practice on writing in different formats/layout like letter, report and article. 
3. Remind the students to allocate the last 5 to 10 minutes for checking. 
4. Teach students to use Standard English. 
5. Remind the students to use all the content points given in the rubric. 
7. Devote more time on grammar so that the students will be able to write 

grammatically correct sentences. 
8. Train students to write a variety of sentence structures. Teach them how to use 

the different types of structures appropriate to the tone required in the task. 
9. Encourage reading 
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SECTION B : CONTINUOUS WRITING 
 
Question 
 

 
The questions covered a wide range of genres: 

a) Descriptive (Q5 and Q1)  
b) Argumentative /opinion  (Q3)  
c) Expository (Q1) 
d) Narrative (Q2 and Q5)  
e) Reflective  

 
In this section, the main objective is to assess the candidates’ ability to produce a piece 
of continuous prose in accurate Standard English. It tests the candidates’ ability to 
respond relevantly and creatively to a task chosen from a number of alternatives. As in 
previous years, five different topics are given and the candidate has to write a 
composition of about 350 words on one of the topics. Candidates are advised to spend 
one hour on this section and the mark allocated for it is 50. 
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GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS 
 
Candidates in the average achievement group: 
 
The candidates in this group showed adequate understanding of the requirement of the 
task. Development of ideas lacked creativity, depth and maturity. Vocabulary lacked 
precision with a tendency to use repetitive words and structures. This was mainly due to 
a lack of linguistic ability to write effectively. They were not able to sustain accuracy for 
long. Linguistic errors were frequent and serious. The writing in this category often 
displayed a lack of organisation and coherence, making the composition uninteresting or 
lacking in liveliness and interest value. 
 
Candidates in the high achievement group: 
 
This group showed a marked linguistic ability and creativity. They were able to produce a 
relevant and creative piece of continuous prose. They also displayed a flair for the 
language. The language used was almost entirely accurate and very few errors which 
were first draft slips or minor errors were made. Sophistication, maturity of thought, 
creativity and originality were clearly visible when they put their ideas and thoughts onto 
paper. Vocabulary and expressions were apt, precise, stimulating and inspiring. 
Paragraphs were well-planned and the topic was addressed with consistent relevance. 
Ideas were well-organised, well-developed and coherent. Hence, the writing was able to 
arouse the reader’s interest and the interest was sustained throughout. 
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Accuracy  
 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 
 

 
 
The candidates’ lack of proficiency in the language is reflected in the various kinds of 
errors made. The common errors made by the candidates include: 
Tenses, subject-verb agreement, contractions, word choice, word omission as 
shown in the sample. 
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The second sample for the average band also includes spelling error. 
 
 
Examples Of Excellent Answers 
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Good candidates are able to use the English language with flair and competence. They 
have the ability to use precise vocabulary and phrases to show intended meaning. 
Two examples of good candidates’ work are given in the excepts above 
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Sentence Structure 
 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 
 

 
 

The language is sufficiently accurate to communicate meaning clearly to the reader.  
There will be patches of clear, accurate language, particularly when simple vocabulary 
and structures are used. There is some variety of sentence type and length but the 
purpose is not clearly seen. 
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Another sample shows that the patches of clear accurate language only appear when 
simple structures used: 
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Examples Of Excellent Answers 
 

 
 

 
 
Sentence structure is varied and sophisticated showing the candidate’s proficiency in 
the language and the ability to use sentence length and type to achieve an intended 
effect. The following example shows the candidate’s marked ability to use various simple 
and sophisticated sentence structures to make his writing effective. There is a good 
range of well-structured sentences including complex sentences. The following are two 
examples of excerpts with good and varied sentence structures. 
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Vocabulary  
 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 
 

 
 

 
 
Vocabulary is usually adequate to show intended meaning but this is not developed to 
show precision.  Simple words will be spelt correctly but more spelling errors will occur. 
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Examples Of Excellent Answers 
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Vocabulary is wide, sophisticated and used with precision. These essays have a number 
of merit ticks on good usage of precise vocabulary. Apart from the sophisticated nature 
of the sentence structures, these essays are also rich with precise adjectives and 
vocabulary. Some of the examples of good usage of vocabulary and structures are: 
 
Punctuation  
 
 
Examples of Average Answers 
 

 
 
Punctuation is generally correct but does not clarify meaning.  Punctuation of simple 
structures is accurate on the whole but errors may occur in more complex uses. The 
sample below shows errors in using commas result in “run-on” sentences. 
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Examples of Excellent Answers 
 

 
 
On the whole, punctuation is accurate and helpful to the reader. In the following 
examples, the candidate uses a range of punctuation marks (the comma, question 
mark, exclamation mark and dashes) and this helps in the reading as well as the 
meaning of the writing.  
 

 
 
The punctuations for dialogues are correctly used as shown in the next sample: 
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Spelling  
 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Simple words may be spelt correctly but errors may occur when more sophisticated 
words are used  such as ”definately-definitely”, “beside-besides”, “trandition-
tradition”, “unforgetable-unforgettable”, “akward-awkward”,“sucess-success”. 
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Examples of Excellent Answers 
 

 
 
Spelling is accurate across the full range of vocabulary used. Here, the candidate 
handles words like ,”prejudiced”, “apartheid”, “genocide”  accurately. 
 
Subject Matter  
 
 
Examples Of Average Answers 

 
 
Although average candidates could come up with relevant subject matter, it lacks interest 
value.  
 
 
Examples Of Excellent Answers 
 

 
 
In the following example, the candidate is able to provide a lively introduction. The 
reader’s interest is immediately aroused to read more about the importance of open 
house. 
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The reader’s interest is also immediately aroused to read more about the young chef. 
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Suggestions to Teachers and Students: 
 
1. Incorporate different teaching strategies to teach writing especially for weak 

students e.g. parallel writing, paragraph writing, process writing,  
2. Teach students to plan before they start to write. Use mind-maps etc.  Train the 

students to have higher order thinking skills so that they are able to write creatively.  
3. Cultivate the reading habit to enrich their vocabulary  
4. Remind students to write the required number of words, as some wrote far short of 

the required number of words. 
5. Organise the essay in paragraphs. 
6. Edit the essay after completing it. 
7. Emphasise  grammar and spelling. Have sufficient grammar practice. 
8.    Do not encourage the use of correctional fluid/tape as writing can be smudged or 

words omitted. 
9.    Remember to indicate the question number of your answer. 
10. Be more ambitious  in terms of :  

 variety of sentence structures. 

 sophisticated and extended vocabulary 

 interesting expressions       


